THE DAYS OF THE LOCH NESS MONSTER
structural alterations had been made, would prove even more
successful. The airship left Cardington on a flight to India at
7 p.m. on Saturday, October 4th, carrying with it Lord Thom-
son, the Labour Air Minister, and almost all the airship experts
of the Air Ministry. Radio messages reported its progress until
nearly 2 a.m., when it was heard near Paris asking for its bear-
ings. Then no more news came, and the Sunday papers 'went
to bed3. Just too late to catch the news: the airship, buffeted by
a heavy rainstorm, crashed near Beauvais. The hydrogen took
fire and everyone aboard was burned to death but some men in
part of a gondola that was torn off by a tree and fell clear. One
of these, a wireless operator, escaped uninjured and telephoned
the news to the Air Ministry from Beauvais. The Prime Minister
was immediately informed at Chequers, the private country-
house that had recently been presented to Parliament as a
residence for successive Prime Ministers. Then the Sunday Press
had to recall their worn-out and disgusted press-men to the office
to get up special editions with full details of the crash; on any
other day but a Sunday the afternoon papers would have been
there to take over the story. Air-Marshal Sir John Salmond and
his staff flew at once to Beauvais to examine the wreckage,
special prayers were offered that evening in the churches, and
France proclaimed a day of national mourning when the bodies
were moved to England. Among the dead was Lord Thomson
himself, who had insisted on the flight being made, against
expert advice, because of his anxiety to get back from India to
a conference as soon as possible.
Two days later a news-worthy sequel occurred at a seance
held by Harry Price at his National Laboratory for Psychical
Research. This laboratory had been founded in 1925 for an
unbiased inquiry into the genuineness of psychical phenomena.
On October 7th, Price was holding an investigation with a
medium named Mrs. Garrett; in her trance, she began to deliver
messages from Lieutenant Irwin, who had been in command of
Rioi. These gave circumstantial details of defects in the air-
ship, which were later corroborated at the official inquiry.
Among other things. Lieutenant Irwin was said to have declared
through Mrs. Garrett that the increased bulk of the airship since
its reconstruction was too much for its engine capacity, that its
gas-bags had been leaking, and that it had not had sufficient
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